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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY
12 June 1963

SUBJECT: SNIE 20-63: BSHOURTTY CONDITIONS IN WESTERN EURCFE
DURING FRESIDENT KENNEDY'S VISIT (23 June-
3 July 1963)

THE FROBLEM

To asiaaa security conditions in West Germany and West Berlin,
Ireland, England, and Italy, with particular reference to the possi-
bility of incidents which would endanger or embarrass President
Kennedy during his impending visit (23 June-3 July 1963).

SUMMARY

During the President's West Duropean trip, the likelihood of
dangerous or embarrassing incidents is smaller than it has been on
any of his other rgoont foreign trips. West Germany and West Berlin,
Ireland, England, and Italy all have generally stabls, pro-US govern-
ments, and the popularity of the President among the people of these
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areas is widespread and real, The Communists or other dissident groups -«
ultrarightist, ethnic, etc., =-- are not likely to see any profit in
threatening the President's security. It is of course always possible
that some individual or small group might attempt an act of violence
against the President. |

THE ESTIMATE

1. Although they are unlikely to oscur, three types of organized
hostile activity are conceivable during the President's trip: (a) actions
physically endangering the President; (b) demonstrations designed to
humiliate or embarrass the President or his hosts; and (c) attempts by
various groups to draw attention to local politicil issues, If demon-
strations in any of these categories are planned, they will probably
be discovered 1h advance by the authorities, and will almost certainl&
be rapidly brought under control by the well organized and gﬁnaralky
efficient naticnal security forces. In all the areas cn the President's
itinerary, the security forces have Communist, ultrarightist, and other
dissident groups well infiltrated.

2. Any group which tried to instigate hostile demonstrations could
be expected to recognize that actions physicslly endangering the
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President would be likely to damage rather than advance the group's own
aims., It is therefore likely that no major group will deliberately
initiate such actions, and that Soviet directives to Communist parties

in Western Europe will counsel restraint in this regard.

3. Attempts at peaceful demonstrations intended to humiliate or
embarrass the President are also unlikely, though less so. Communist
or other groups probably realize that such attempts would be rapidly
brought under coptrol by the police, but might believe that the very
fact of such attempts would embarrass the President or his hosts. The
Principal issﬁa on which such demonstrations might be based is racial
disorimination in the US, In West Germany, there are numerous African
university etudents, some of whom might oconceivably band together to
demonstrate against treatment of the Negro in the US, In Italy and
England, Commmniste~dominated or leftist grouﬁs might try to wave
propaganda placards and signs on this subject. The instigators of
demonstrations on this or any'othgr "anti~-Yankes" subject would find '
littia support among the local populations, a situation different from
that in the latin American countries which the President has visited.

4. Various antinuclear warfare themes comprise another subject
on which demonstrations are possible, Communist groups, especially

in Italy, way try to organize demonstratione favoring Soviet positions
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on a nuclear test ban and disarmament, or opposiﬁg a NATO multilateral
nuclear force. They may also try to demonstrate against possible future
plans for basing Polaris submarines in Italy. Representatives of varioua
British antinuclear warfare groups such as the Sples for Peace, the
Committee of Ons Hundved, or the Committee for Nuclear Disarmament will
probably wave "ban the bomb" placards along the route of any scheduled
motorcades to and from the airport in Great Britain, and at any other
public appearances the President might make. Representatives of these
groups might also try to enter Ireland and sglitate for their cause
during the President's visit.

5, In West Berlin, thers is an additional issus which could
spark attempts at demonstrations. The Soviet Union has already pro-
tested the plans of West German Chancellor Adenausr to participate in
the Berlin cersmonies during the Prnidant'l‘ visit, on the ground that
the West German Government has no authority or rights in West Berlin.
If any demonstrations nninlf either Adenausr or Kennedy are planned,
however, US intelligence as well as the West German internal gecurity
service will have very good prospects of knowing about them in advance.
Furthermore, since US military units in West Berlin still have the status
of a force of cooupation, they have the lsgal right, Jointly with the
other Western oscupying powers, to take whatever measures are necessary

to ensurs the security of the area.
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6. There are some possibilities of demonstrations not directed
against the Preaident, but designed to publicize local causes close to
the hearts of the instigators. Although we are almost certain that any
demonstrations in this category would be easily controllable by the varlous
police forces, lssues on which agitation might occour are ligted below as
being of possible relevance to the security conditions surrounding the
President's trip,

West (ermany & - Demonstrations in support of German
West Erﬂnm_ _
reunification, or, by Hast European

refugee groups, for the liberation
of Eastern Europe. Any possible
demonstrations, however, would be
1nsign1:icant_in size, and probably
confined to the carrying of placards.

Ireland: | Agitatioﬁ for a unified Ireland. -
. Although the Irish Republican

Army has been disbanded, it 1s

possible that some individuals

might try to demonstrate for a

return of the northern counties.
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Englands None.
Italys Agitation by swall, extreme rightwing

neofascist groups to publicize their
campalgn agsinst an "opening to the
left" in Italian politics.

Efforts by German speaking autonomists
in the South Tyrol area of northern
Italy to focus attention on their
grievances against Rome, There have
been fewer acts of terrorism by this
group in the past year than in earlier

years.

T. Two other matters unrelated to possfbla demonstrations and
agitation may have a bearing on the security of the Fresident during .
this trip. First; the Prcsidedtia; party will of course fly over
East German territory to and from West Berlin. Although the risks
inherent in this cannot be ignored, we are almost certain that neither
the Soviets nor the Hast Germans will provoke an incident in the Berlin
air corridors during the President's flights. Secondly, in Ireland, the
friendly and exuberant orowds who will wish to see and hear the President
may create a security problem. The Irish look upon President Kennedy's
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visit as a triumphal homecoming for one of their own and as a great compli-
ment being paild them by a world lnader; The Irish police are relatively
inexperienced in crowd control and the orowds will be far larger than

any with which they have previously had to cope. The police way under-
estimate the problems involved and the manpower needed to protect the

Presidential party from such overfriendlineas.
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